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In recent years, cases of insulting ethnic groups, religions, and
sects have been the beginning of tension and violence in society
and have led to the disruption of public order and security. In
2020, with the concern of maintaining national security, the
legislator criminalized insulting Iranian ethnic groups and
religions and sects specified in the Constitution by adding Article
499 to the chapter on crimes against the country's internal and
external security. Regardless of the necessity or non-necessity of
a criminal response regarding insulting religions, religions, and
ethnic groups, it seems that the criminalization that has been
made is securitization-oriented. Considering the extension of
restrictions and strictness regarding crimes against security to the
aforementioned crime, the vagueness and interpretability of the
act of insulting religions, religions, and ethnic groups, the
expansion of the subject of the crime without determining an
objective criterion, and the absolute criminalization of the
material element of the crime, the legislator has taken a
securitization-oriented approach in approving this article.
Criminal policy can shift from focusing on a zero-tolerance
criminal response and using cultural and religious activities by
government institutions, especially the Iranian Broadcasting
Corporation and non-governmental organizations, as well as
religious scholars, to utilizing non-criminal solutions to prevent
the occurrence of this crime and reform perpetrators, as well as
paying attention to the rights of victims.
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27) Clarkson, C.M.V (1987), "Understanding criminal law". London: Fontana Press.
28) Summers, Sarah (2007), "Fair Trial". first edition. New York: Hart publishing.
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